
Adoption from Foster Care: 
The Need for “Forever” Families

All children deserve to have supportive families in which they are cared for, loved, and their well-being 
and safety are ensured. Through no fault of their own, each year approximately 293,000 children are 
placed in foster care, while social workers and social service agencies work with their families to address 
the issues that brought the children into care. While most children do reunite with their birth families, 
some are unable to. These children and teens are waiting for a family to adopt them. Youth in foster care 
have the same desires as others — to have a permanent home with loving, supportive parents.

The Facts

Currently 496,000 children are in the foster care system in the United States. •	

Of those children in the system, 130,000 are waiting for “forever” families. •	

Children of color are over-represented in the foster care population. •	

32% of the children waiting to be adopted are African American; 19% are Hispanic. •	

�Like other teens, youth need the guidance of parental figures to age 18 and beyond. Those who  •	
exit foster care without ever experiencing a permanent family are more at risk to drop out of  
school or experience other challenges. 

Children are in Need of Permanent, Nurturing Homes

Children ages 9 and older currently make up nearly half of children in foster care (42%). Some of these 
children may have issues with trust after experiencing an emotional rollercoaster of multiple family  
placements, changing schools, and sometimes even separation from their siblings. However, this does 
not have to be their reality. These children are able to love and be loved and they need a permanent,  
nurturing home. There is a great need for adoptive homes for older children, teens, and sibling groups. 

Adoptive Parents for Children in Foster Care are in High Demand 

While there are many people who have considered becoming an adoptive parent, many do not engage 
in the adoption process for fear that they will fail a child who has already been failed before, or because 
they think adoption is a costly and unmanageable process. The reality is that there are usually little or  
no costs involved with adopting a child from the foster care system. Adoptive parents can receive support 
in the form of training, adoption subsidies, and Medicaid. Parents who adopt a special needs child may 
qualify to receive a substantial tax credit.

The process to adopt a child from foster care is easier to navigate than is often perceived. Many resources  
exist to help prospective adoptive parents educate themselves about adoption and the benefits of provid-
ing a loving family to a child from foster care. Public organizations such as State and County Departments 
of Social/Family/Health and Human Services, as well as the Federal HHS’ Administration for Children and 
Families facilitate the processes leading to adoption of children from foster care. The Collaboration to 
AdoptUsKids can provide information about adopting a child from foster care across the country through 
their website (www.adoptuskids.org) or by phone (1-888-200-4005). Many private agencies also partner 
in this effort.
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The Federal Government’s Efforts to Promote Adoption 

The Federal government has taken important steps to promote adoption from foster care and to protect 
the well-being of children: 

The financial burden of adoption has been eased by nearly doubling the maximum adoption tax credit. •	

�The •	 Promoting Safe and Stable Families Program has been expanded to encourage adoption at the  
local level, as well as to support adoptive families with services that ease a child’s transition into a 
new family and help strengthen the family. 

�The •	 Adoption Incentive Program has been extended for five additional years, with a special focus  
on the need to find homes for older children in foster care.

�In July 2002, the President launched the first Federal adoption photolisting website,•	  
www.adoptuskids.org, which features pictures and profiles of children available for adoption,  
as well as approved families from across the country willing to adopt children. The Collaboration  
to AdoptUsKids, funded by a cooperative agreement with the Children’s Bureau, provides training  
and technical assistance to states as well as support and assistance to prospective adoptive  
parents. This site helps families connect with waiting children across the country. More than  
9,700 children featured on the site have been placed with permanent families.

�In April 2005, HHS launched a national Spanish-language public service advertising campaign to  •	
increase awareness and encourage adoption of children in the foster care system. HHS is following 
this successful effort with the launch of a new national Spanish-language campaign, which continues 
this message and emphasizes the message that families or individuals can achieve a sense of fulfill-
ment by adopting a child through foster care. The new PSAs highlight the emotional and psychological 
rewards of adoption through foster care by showcasing everyday, but special, family moments.

For More Information

For more information on adoption, or about becoming an adoptive parent to a child from foster care, 
please visit www.adoptuskids.org, or call toll-free at 1-888-200-4005. 

For information in Spanish, please visit www.adopte1.org, or call toll-free at 1-877-ADOPTE1  
(1-877-236-7831). 
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