FAQs for Adoption Campaign

1. What is foster care?

Foster Care provides temporary care for children who have been removed from their parents’ care
due to neglect or abuse. Most children who enter the foster care system are able to return home.
For those children who cannot, relatives or their foster parents adopt many of them. If this is not

possible, a new adoptive family is sought.

2. Why are children in foster care and for how long?

Children usually come into foster care because they were abused or neglected in some way. This
means that the children’s needs, such as medical care, education, or supervision were not met.
Sometimes it means that the children were abused physically, emotionally, and/or sexually.

Children remain in foster care while the birth parents work with agency social workers and the
court system to improve their family situation so that their children can safely return to the home.
Unfortunately, sometimes this does not occur and other plans have to be made for the permanent
care of the children.

3. What are the effects of foster care on a child?

Children in foster care may have experienced many losses and separations. It may take time for
a child to learn to trust adults and adapt to yet another new environment. However, children are
resilient and the majority will thrive in spite of their circumstances and history.

4. What is adoption?

Adoption is the process that legally transfers parental rights from a child’s birth parents to another
person. This means that the adoptive parents make a lifetime commitment to the child and have
the authority to make all the decisions about a child’s life that any parent has. This includes the
commitment to “be there” for the child, no matter what, for that child’s life. This is both a legal and
emotional commitment to the children. To a child in foster care, adoption means that they have a
“forever family” of their own to belong to, a place to finally call home.

5. What kind of people foster or adopt?

People who become foster parents or adoptive parents:

t are interested in the well being of children

t come from a variety of races and religious beliefs

t are all ages

t are single or married

t are raising or have raised children, or want to become parents

t either rent or own their residence

t are flexible, caring, and committed to giving a child a family to belong to

6. Do | have to have parenting experience? Can | adopt if | already have a child?

Prospective parents can foster or adopt whether they have experience parenting or not. Having
a child or being unable to have children does not affect your eligibility to become a foster or
adoptive parent.
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. What is the process to adopt?

The process to become a foster parent or adoptive parent may vary from state to state but generally
the process includes: Orientation, Pre-Service Training, Application, Home Evaluation, Licensing/
Certification and/or Approval, and Placement.

. How long does it take?

The length of the process depends on several factors including where you live, the child or children
you are adopting and how long it takes you to complete the application, training and homestudy
steps. AdoptUsKids is available to assist you before, during, and after the process as needed.

. What happens with my family’s information?

Much of the information you provide during your homestudy process is confidential and is used
to assist you as the prospective family and social workers decide what type of child would best
fit into your family and the needs you will be able to meet for the child or children in your care.

Is adoption expensive?

No. Unlike adopting from another country, it is not expensive to adopt a child from foster care.
The state agency is responsible for many of the expenses related to the care of the child. Also,
there is often financial assistance available to help meet the needs of your child or children.
Do | have to be married?

No. You do not have to be married. Many children have been adopted by single parents.

Do | have to have a college education?
No. Having a high school diploma or college education is not required.

Do | have to own my own home?
No. You can rent your home or live in an apartment or a mobile home.

Are there age requirements for prospective families?
Some States have age requirements but usually they are very broad.

Do | have to be a US citizen?

Each State has its own requirements for citizenship. The AdoptUsKids Recruitment Response Team
can help you find out what the rules are in your State.

Who are the children?

Children in foster care range from very young to older teenagers. The average age of children in
foster care is 82 years old. Many children have brothers and sisters who want to stay together.
The majority of children in foster care are children of color. 20% of children waiting to be adopted
are of Hispanic/Latino background.

Is there information in Spanish?

Yes. AdoptUsKids has information available in Spanish on the Internet at www.adoptel.org or
you can call toll-free 1-877-ADOPTE1 to ask questions and to receive information in the mail.
Many agencies have information in Spanish as well.
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